
 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, January 1, 2008 
9:00 a.m.  – Hike – Voices, Visions, and Views of Alcoholic Pass   3 Hours 

Hike Alcoholic Pass!  Experience and discover the prehistory, history, and present day journey of 
those who have used this trail for food, water, work, and fun.  This is a 3 hour excursion into the 
pass.  Meet at the Alcoholic Pass Trailhead 2 ½ miles past the end of the blacktop on DiGiorgio 
Road.  This is a strenuous but relatively short hike, bring water, snacks and wear hiking boots. 
 

Wednesday, January 2, 2008 
11:00 a.m. – Display  - Usefulness of Desert Plants              3 Hours 

Stop by the visitor center and see the items made from desert plants.  Volunteer naturalist Marge 
Hatcher will be available for questions about the garden plants around the visitor center and 
elsewhere in the desert. 

 
Thursday, January 3, 2008 
11:00 a.m. - Talk  - Ok, Now What Do We Do?                    1 Hour 

Whether you are a first time visitor or one who has not had the opportunity to visit sections of the 
park, join volunteer interpretive guide Ron Shugan for a slide show presentation meant to provide 
an overview of the many activities and sights of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  This series of 
slides will make you want to get out and visit some of the many wonders of California’s largest 
state park.  Meet in the visitor center discovery lab. 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Saturday, January 5, 2008 
10:00 a.m. -  Junior Rangers        45 minutes 

Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 
Visitor Center as space is limited. 
 

11:00 p.m. – Hike – Discovering the Archeological History of the Morteros   2 Hours 
Discover the hidden secrets of an ancient Native American village site.  Join Volunteer 
Archeologist and Naturalist Sam Webb to explore both rock art and historic milling features.  This 
1.5 mile hike is over uneven terrain.  Be sure to bring the usual water, hat, and sturdy footwear.  
Meet at the Morteros trailhead in Blair Valley, 3 miles off Highway S-2. 
 

1:00 p.m. - Talk -  -Camels, horses and sloths --ABDSP fossils              30 Minutes 
In this 30 minute slide presentation investigate recent fossil finds with Volunteer Naturalist Sandra 
Keeley.  Meet at Visitor Center. 
 

                                                                       
 

7:30 p.m. – Campfire -  - Ranger Surprise          1 Hour 
Join a Ranger at either the Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire center or the Tamarisk Grove Campfire 
center for an evening campfire program.  Please call the Visitor Center at 760-767-4205 for more 
information. 
 

                                                                 
ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 6, 2008 
8:00 a.m. – Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon              4.5 Hours 

Volunteer naturalist Toni Alexander will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 
bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her as you hike to the palm 
oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

10:00 a.m. – Talk -  - Behind that Pretty Face is a Stealthful Killer                        1 Hour 
The long-eared owl has several unique adaptations for survival. Join Volunteer Naturalist Beth 
Shugan inside the Visitor Center and discover what makes this owl such a stealthy hunter. 
 

2:00 p.m. - Talk  - Home Sweet Home           1 Hour 
Join Park Interpreter Scott Kraynak as we talk about how our amazing plants and animals have been 
able to turn a hot, dry, barren, rocky desert into “Home Sweet Home.” We will meet outside the 
visitor center and stroll through the garden, then go inside to talk about the animals. 
 

Tuesday, January 8, 2008 
9:00 a.m. – Hike - Badlands Bench with a View                 2 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalists Paul Larson and Mary Ekelund for a moderate 2 ½ mile hike up a 
badlands wash to a memorial bench with a marvelous view.  Learn about some interesting plants 
and geological features along the way.  Meet at the intersection of Inspiration Wash and S-22 by 
driving east on S-22 past mile marker 28 for 1/2 miles.  
 

Wednesday, January 9, 2008 
11:00 a.m. - Talk  - Ok, Now What Do We Do?                     1 Hour 

Whether you are a first time visitor or one who has not had the opportunity to visit sections of the 
park, join volunteer interpretive guide Ron Shugan for a slide show presentation meant to provide 
an overview of the many activities and sights of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  This series of 
slides will make you want to get out and visit some of the many wonders of California’s largest 
state park.  Meet in the visitor center discovery lab. 
 

2:00 p.m. – Talk -  - Behind that Pretty Face is a Stealthful Killer                         1 Hour 
The long-eared owl has several unique adaptations for survival. Join Volunteer Naturalist Beth 
Shugan inside the Visitor Center and discover what makes this owl such a stealthy hunter. 
 

 
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Thursday, January 10, 2008 
10:00 a.m. -Talk-  - Those Rambunctious Ravens!     45 Minutes 

Can you tell Ravens from Crows?  Do you believe the myths and poems about Ravens?  Come hear 
Volunteer Naturalist Joan Rosen give an outdoor presentation in the Plaza about our Borrego 
Ravens and their lively times. 

 
Saturday, January 12, 2008 
10:00 a.m. -  Junior Rangers        45 minutes 

Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 
Visitor Center as space is limited. 
 

10:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours        1 Hour 
Join Ranger Steve for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted near the Campbell Grade at the Borrow Pit site, where 
the past, present, and hopeful future of that resource will be interpreted. 
 

7:30 p.m. – Campfire -  - Ranger Surprise       1 Hour 
Join a Ranger at either the Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire center or the Tamarisk Grove Campfire 
center for an evening campfire program.  Please call the Visitor Center at 760-767-4205 for more 
information. 

       
ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 13, 2008 
8:00 a.m. – Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon               4.5 Hours 

Volunteer naturalist Toni Alexander will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 
bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her as you hike to the palm 
oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

10:00 a. m. – Talk   - Lifestyles of the Hot and Thirsty         30 Minutes 
Cactus and succulents have some amazing adaptations that help them survive in extremely hot and 
dry climates.  This talk will reveal some little-known facts about how cacti work overtime to stay 
alive. Volunteer Naturalist Don Rideout will discuss the most common cactus species of Anza-
Borrego as we stroll through the Visitor Center garden. 
 

11:00 a.m. – Talk  - Bats - Myths and Marvels                     1 Hour 
Join volunteer naturalist Norma Decker at the visitor center discovery lab for this intimate look at 
the wonders of bats. 
 

 
 

2:00 p.m. – Talk  - Our Ever Changing Desert            45 Minutes 
Welcome to a land that was once covered with volcanic activity, then with a sea, then to a 
woodland environment with flowing streams, all the way to being the dumping ground for the 
Grand Canyon. Join Park Interpreter Scott Kraynak as we discuss all of the changes that this area 
has gone through in order to become what it is today. 
 

 
 
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008 
10:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours        1 Hour 

Join Ranger Steve for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted near the Campbell Grade at the Borrow Pit site, where 
the past, present, and hopeful future of this resource will be interpreted. 

 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 
9:00 a.m. - Hike – South Palm Wash        3 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalists Paul Larson and Mary Ekelund for a hike up a wash, then into a beautiful 
slot canyon up to a 20-25 foot dry waterfall.  There is a rockfall about 100 meters before the 
waterfall that can be negotiated by those who choose.  Meet at the overlook at mile marker 38 on 
S22 (at the phone call box near the Calcite Mine) for this moderate 4-mile hike. 
 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 
11:00 a.m. - Talk  - Ok, Now What Do We Do?               1 Hour 

Whether you are a first time visitor or one who has not had the opportunity to visit sections of the 
park, join volunteer interpretive guide Ron Shugan for a slide show presentation meant to provide 
an overview of the many activities and sights of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  This series of 
slides will make you want to get out and visit some of the many wonders of California’s largest 
state park.  Meet in the visitor center discovery lab. 

 
11:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours          1 Hour 

Join Ranger Bob for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted at the main entrance of Blair Valley, where the past, 
present, and hopeful future of this resource will be interpreted. 

                                       

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Saturday, January 19, 2008 
10:00 a.m. -  Junior Rangers        45 minutes 

Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 
Visitor Center as space is limited. 

`     
11:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours        1 Hour 

Join Ranger Bob for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted at the main entrance of Blair Valley, where the past, 
present, and hopeful future of this resource will be interpreted. 
 

2:00 p.m. – Talk  - Our Ever Changing Desert               45 Minutes 
Welcome to a land that was once covered with volcanic activity, then with a sea, then to a 
woodland environment with flowing streams, all the way to being the dumping ground for the 
Grand Canyon. Join Park Interpreter Scott Kraynak as we discuss all of the changes that this area 
has gone through in order to become what it is today. 
 

6:00 p.m. – Music Under the Stars With Rick Shea 
Come and celebrate the Parks 75th Anniversary with a special concert at the Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park Visitor Center Amphitheatre, sponsored by the Anza-Borrego Foundation and Institute.  
Tickets are $10 and a limited number of seats are available. No host bar, hors d’oeuvres. 
 

7:30 p.m. – Campfire -  - Ranger Surprise         1 Hour 
Join a Ranger at either the Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire center or the Tamarisk Grove Campfire 
center for an evening campfire program.  Please call the Visitor Center at 760-767-4205 for more 
information. 

 
ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 20, 2008 
8:00 a.m. – Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon               4.5 Hours 

Volunteer naturalist Toni Alexander will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 
bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her as you hike to the palm 
oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

10:00 a.m. – Talk -  - Behind that Pretty Face is a Stealthful Killer              1 Hour 
The long-eared owl has several unique adaptations for survival. Join Volunteer Naturalist Beth 
Shugan inside the Visitor Center and discover what makes this owl such a stealthy hunter. 
 

2:00 p.m. - Talk  - Home Sweet Home             1 Hour 
Join Park Interpreter Scott Kraynak as we talk about how our amazing plants and animals have been 
able to turn a hot, dry, barren, rocky desert into “Home Sweet Home.” We will meet outside the 
visitor center and stroll through the garden, then go inside to talk about the animals. 
 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 
9:00 a.m. – Hike – Pictographs – What Were They Trying to Say?              2.5 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalists Paul Larson and Mary Ekelund on a moderate 3-mile roundtrip hike 
through a beautiful desert valley to a panoramic overlook.  Along the way, we will look at some 
interesting plants, morteros and rock art.  Meet at the entrance to Blair Valley, about a 45 minute 
drive from the visitor center. 
 

Thursday, January 24, 2008 
10:00 a.m. - Talk --  Those Rambunctious Ravens!                                 45 Minutes 

Can you tell Ravens from Crows?  Do you believe the myths and poems about Ravens?  Come hear 
Volunteer Naturalist Joan Rosen give an outdoor presentation in the Plaza about our Borrego 
Ravens and their lively times. 
 

1:00 p.m. - Talk -  -Camels, horses and sloths --ABDSP fossils                      30 Minutes 
In this 30 minute slide presentation investigate recent fossil finds with Volunteer Naturalist Sandra 
Keeley.  Meet at Visitor Center. 
 
 
 

 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Saturday, January 26, 2008 
10:00 a.m. -  Junior Rangers        45 minutes 

Special program for children ages 7-12.  Discover secrets of the desert environment.  Sign up at the 
Visitor Center as space is limited. 
 

10:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours        1 Hour 
Join Ranger Steve for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted at the Carrizo Overlook, where the past, present, and 
hopeful future of this resource will be interpreted. 
 

11:00 p.m. – Hike – Discovering the Archeological History of the Morteros   2 Hours 
Discover the hidden secrets of an ancient Native American village site.  Join Volunteer 
Archeologist and Naturalist Sam Webb to explore both rock art and historic milling features.  This 
1.5 mile hike is over uneven terrain.  Be sure to bring the usual water, hat, and sturdy footwear.  
Meet at the Morteros trailhead in Blair Valley, 3 miles off Highway S-2. 
 

2:00 p.m. – Talk  - Our Ever Changing Desert                45 Minutes 
Welcome to a land that was once covered with volcanic activity, then with a sea, then to a 
woodland environment with flowing streams, all the way to being the dumping ground for the 
Grand Canyon. Join Park Interpreter Scott Kraynak as we discuss all of the changes that this area 
has gone through in order to become what it is today. 
 

7:30 p.m. – Campfire -  - Ranger Surprise       1 Hour 
Join a Ranger at either the Borrego Palm Canyon Campfire center or the Tamarisk Grove Campfire 
center for an evening campfire program.  Please call the Visitor Center at 760-767-4205 for more 
information.    

 
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 27, 2008 
8:00 a.m. – Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon                4.5 Hours 

Volunteer naturalist Toni Alexander will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 
bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her as you hike to the palm 
oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 
 

                                                                      
 
10:00 a. m. – Talk   - Lifestyles of the Hot and Thirsty         30 Minutes 

Cactus and succulents have some amazing adaptations that help them survive in extremely hot and 
dry climates.  This talk will reveal some little-known facts about how cacti work overtime to stay 
alive. Volunteer Naturalist Don Rideout will discuss the most common cactus species of Anza-
Borrego as we stroll through the Visitor Center garden. 
 

1:00 p.m. – Hike - Roving Naturalist in Borrego Palm Canyon                  2.5 Hours 
Volunteer naturalist Paul Larson will be roaming the Borrego Palm Canyon Trail searching for 
bighorn sheep and other interesting features along the trail. Look for her as you hike to the palm 
oasis.  This is not a guided hike. 

                                                                                                                      
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 
9:00 a.m. – Hike – Mountain Palm Springs                     3.5 Hours 

Join Volunteer Naturalists Paul Larson and Mary Ekelund for a moderate to strenuous 5 mile loop 
hike through several palm groves and Torote Bowl at the southern end of the park.  Bring water, 
lunch, binoculars, hat, sunscreen and sturdy footwear.  Meet at the entrance to Mountain  Palm 
Springs on Highway S-2 at mile post 47.1. 

                                                                                                    
10:00 a.m. – Talk – Tailgate Tours                1 Hour 

Join Ranger Steve for a special presentation about the amazing history of this region.  These 
programs are being conducted to help honor the 75th Anniversary of Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park.  Program will meet and be conducted at the Carrizo Overlook, where the past, present, and 
hopeful future of this resource will be interpreted. 
 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 

 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 

DESERT SAFETY 
 

 Carry water AND drink it 
Saving your water for the hike back has led to death in Anza-Borrego.  Drink plenty of water before 
you leave home, while you hike, and on the return route.  If you feel thirsty, it is already too late. Drink 
lots of water and drink often. 

 
 Make sure your vehicle is desert-ready. 

Equip your vehicle for the desert.  You should always carry extra water, a shade tarp, a shovel, a tire 
pump, and extra food. 

 
 Prepare yourself. 

In addition to carrying water, you should have protective clothing, sunscreen, a hat, a good map, food 
and a first aid kit which includes a comb and tweezers. 

 
 Have a plan. 

Leave all your trip information with a friend.  Tell him/her your destination, the route you intend to 
follow, your expected return time, a description of your vehicle with license plate number, and the time 
by which he/she should notify park authorities in case you do not return. 

 
 Do not split up the group 

Stay together.  Never leave anyone behind to rest. 
 

 Leave snakes alone. 
Many venomous snakes live in the desert.  If you threaten them, they may strike.  It is illegal to harass, 
catch, or kill any snake within Anza-Borrego.  If bitten, remain calm and seek immediate medical 
attention. 

 
 When emergencies happen … 

Stop.  Stay calm.  Seek shelter.  If you are with your vehicle, remain there; do not leave it.  Signal with 
mirrors, white cloth, whistle (three short blasts on a whistle, pause, then three more, repeat frequently), 
and put your hood up. It is much easier to find a vehicle in the desert than a person!!! 

 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 



 JANUARY 2008      

 INTERPRETIVE    

 SCHEDULE 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 

      DESERT SAFETY 
 

 Carry water AND drink it 
Saving your water for the hike back has led to death in Anza-Borrego.  Drink plenty of water before 
you leave home, while you hike, and on the return route.  If you feel thirsty, it is already too late. Drink 
lots of water and drink often. 

 
 Make sure your vehicle is desert-ready. 

Equip your vehicle for the desert.  You should always carry extra water, a shade tarp, a shovel, a tire 
pump, and extra food. 

 
 Prepare yourself. 

In addition to carrying water, you should have protective clothing, sunscreen, a hat, a good map, food 
and a first aid kit which includes a comb and tweezers. 

 
 Have a plan. 

Leave all your trip information with a friend.  Tell him/her your destination, the route you intend to 
follow, your expected return time, a description of your vehicle with license plate number, and the time 
by which he/she should notify park authorities in case you do not return. 

 
 Do not split up the group 

Stay together.  Never leave anyone behind to rest. 
 

 Leave snakes alone. 
Many venomous snakes live in the desert.  If you threaten them, they may strike.  It is illegal to harass, 
catch, or kill any snake within Anza-Borrego.  If bitten, remain calm and seek immediate medical 
attention. 

 
 When emergencies happen … 

Stop.  Stay calm.  Seek shelter.  If you are with your vehicle, remain there; do not leave it.  Signal with 
mirrors, white cloth, whistle (three short blasts on a whistle, pause, then three more, repeat frequently), 
and put your hood up. It is much easier to find a vehicle in the desert than a person!!! 
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 INTERPRETIVE    
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ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE OF CHARGE.  PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE VISITOR CENTER UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED.  DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON TRAILS OR TOURS. - - DENOTES 

PROGRAMS ACCESSIBLE TO DISABLED.   PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
ACCOMMODATION, (760) 767-4205. 

 
 


